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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

the Presidents of the Chambers of Commerce & Industry, in addition to the Women, Small 
Chambers, Diplomats, Ambassadors, Federal & Provincial Ministers, Professional Panelists, 
Speakers, and more than 350 serious participants. 

I, along with my Executive Committee, tried my optimum best to en-cash its dividends, and we 
succeeded in signing several MoUs during this mega event of economic importance. The visit 
of the high-profile Saudi Arabian business delegation was the outcome of this conference. In 
addition, we arranged B2B meetings with the sector-specific importers and exporters, which 
would, "Inn Shaa Allah", give a quantum jump to our exports to the Kingdom. A 28-member 
Malaysian delegation also visited Faisalabad, which provided a unique opportunity for our 
members to interact and prepare themselves to penetrate deep into the ASEAN Block. My 
focus during these engagements remained to convince foreign investors to launch joint 
ventures with technology transfer, particularly in M3 and Allama Iqbal Industrial Estate. I am 
pleased to disclose that, despite multiple constraints, sixty-five foreign-funded units have 
been established while many more are in the pipeline. As a result, I could claim that Faisalabad 
will be Pakistan's fastest-growing city from 2023-2025 (In Shaa Allah). 

However, the regime change, supply chain disruption, unprecedented increase in the cost of 
doing business and appreciation of the dollar proved significant setbacks to our sincere 
efforts. The FCCI immediately shared the ground realities with the Ministry of Commerce and 
other relevant quarters; I, along with the office bearers of other associations and trade bodies, 
addressed a Press Conference to sensitize the Government as this situation had made it 
impossible to continue the business. Moreover, we had to stage a protest demonstration to 
make the Government realize the gravity of the problem. 

With the onset of my tenure, I pinned hopes of 
unprecedented economic growth by facilitating the 
business community with innovative ideas and 
methodologies. 

With a tenuous beginning marked by global economic 
upheavals, domestic volatility, aftershocks of Covid-19, 
and country-wide torrential rains, it has been a challenging 
and hectic year for an elected person with the 
overwhelming mandate of the Business Community. This 
is where the Pakistan Economic Conference came in. It 
was a new, unique, and bold initiative to de-tag Faisalabad 
as a textile-specific centre only by encouraging other non-
textile sectors to come forward and play their proactive role 
in enhancing the export of non-traditional items to the 
traditional as well as non-traditional markets. The 
conference proved very successful as it was attended by 
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The situation was further worsened with unprecedented rains and floods across the country. 
Our focus diverted from economic activities towards the apathies of the flood victims. So, we 
are now raising funds and have engaged other trade associations and businesses to 
participate in the activity. Besides, we are currently busy providing food to the brethren who 
have suffered a lot for their houses and livestock have been washed away. I have planned to 
adopt at least two worst-hit villages in far-flung and inaccessible areas of Balochistan. We 
would provide food to these villages' residents and help them rebuild their houses. I have also 
discussed issues with our mentors and Government officials in the concerned areas to provide 
the flood victims with livestock so they could restart productive economic activities for a 
respectable livelihood.

As a part of a well-mandated charter, I have tried to remain in touch with the diplomatic corps 
stationed in Islamabad, in addition to promoting liaison between Government Offices, 
Ministries and Local Administration with a clear objective to solve the problems confronted by 
the business community. We also hosted a delegation of Trade & Investment Officers posted 
in different countries. We tried our best to remain in touch with them to explore the specific 
markets so that Pakistani exports could be extended to other countries. Similarly, we also had 
an opportunity to interact with the under-training Officers at the National Institute of 
Management, Lahore & Islamabad. In addition, we arrange several trade delegations. For 
example, I headed a delegation to Thailand, which was the most productive as the Bangkok 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry offered many education scholarships to Pakistani students. 
Those scholarships would be distributed through the management of FCCI.

FCCI also launched yet another unique "Loyalty Card" to provide discounts for a wide range of 
products & services to the FCCI members. In this connection, FCCI has inked MoUs with 19 
different organizations, and hopefully, their numbers will double within the next couple of 
months. I tried my best to cultivate close liaison with the sitting Provisional, Divisional and 
District administration which could help mitigate the suffering of the business community.
I pay my best gratitude to my wingers, the executive committee members, former presidents, 
and the Chairmen of different standing committees. They doled out their full support in 
undertaking significant steps to revive the economic activities. I am optimistic that my 
successor will reap the benefits of my struggle and will do his best to put the economy back on 
the right track with the complete colonization of the M3 and Allama Iqbal Industrial Zones.

May Allah Almighty give me and my colleagues courage to serve the business community with 
more commitment and dedication.

Atif Munir Sheikh
President FCCI 




























































































































































































































































































































