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February 01, 2022 

akistan Economic Conference” conceived by the Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry 

(FCCI) will play a major role in giving a quantum jump to the exports in addition to attracting 

maximum Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) for the expeditious industrial growth of Pakistan, said 

His Excellency Mr. Manuel Durán Giménez-Rico ambassador of the Spain. 

He was talking to a delegation of the Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI). It was headed by Mr. 

Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI while Mr. Muhammad Azhar Chaudhary Chairman Economic Conference 

Committee and Engr. Asim Munir Chairman FCCI Standing Committee also accompanied him at Spain Embassy 

Islamabad on Tuesday, 01 February 2022.  

He appreciated efforts of the Government of Pakistan and said that it has adopted the best strategy to overcome 

the ill impacts of the corona as it has dampened the global economies. He said that as corona is now phasing out 

and we must make collaborated efforts to revisit our policies with a focus on bilateral trade. He expressed 

satisfaction over the development of two mega industrial estates in Faisalabad and said that Spain will also 

explore the emerging opportunities for investment in this area. He assured that he would contact and convince the 

Spanish investors to participate in the scheduled Pakistan Economic conference. “It will also provide them an 

opportunity to personally visit M3 and Allama Iqbal industrial estates and explore the emerging investment 

opportunities in this region”, he said and hoped that they would set up hi-tech industrial units with sufficient FDI. 

He also endorsed the idea to exchange sector specific trade delegations. 

Mr. Atif Munir Sheik President FCCI said that more than one lac expatriate Pakistani are contributing their 

productive role in the overall development of Spain who are also cementing our bilateral relations. He said that 

our current trade volume between Pakistan and Spain is around 1.3 billion dollars and we must take necessary 

steps to double it during the next few years. He also invited Mr. Manuel Durán to personally participate in the 

Pakistan Economic Conference in addition to inviting Spanish investors to visit Faisalabad. He said that it will 

provide an opportunity to the Spanish investors to fully understand the huge untapped potential in the fields of 

textile, housing, construction, pharmaceutical, renewable energy, agriculture, sports and tourism.  

 

“P 
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February 02, 2022 

elarus has huge potential to enhance bilateral trade relations with Pakistan and Pakistani exporters must 

make concerted efforts to harvest maximum dividends of untapped potentialities, said Mr. Sajjad Haider 

Khan, Pakistani ambassador in Minsk Belarus. He was addressing a zoom conference with the business 

community of Faisalabad. Mr. Nasir Hameed, Minister for Trade and Investment Moscow also participated in it 

on Wednesday, 02 February 2022. 

Mr. Sajjad Haider said that Belarus is a technologically developed country with a population of only 9.4 million. 

He said that we should consider capitalization of its technology by proposing efficient hi-tech joint ventures 

which could have a trickledown effect on our entire industrial sector.  He said that the main export of Belarus 

comprises minerals and fuels which is around 20% of its total exports. About trade balance, he said that Pakistani 

exports to Belarus are around 15 million dollars whereas our imports are around 35 billion dollars. “Hence the 

balance of trade is in favor of Belarus”, he said and added that Belarus has a well-developed banking system but 

still we lack authentic statistics. He said that serious efforts are required to bridge the trade imbalance and in this 

connection, Pakistani exporters must focus on this potential market. He said that the Pakistan embassy in Minsk 

had arranged around 120 promotional activities during the last one year with a high-profile mango festival which 

was participated by more than 5,000 visitors and guests. He further said that both countries have so far inked 18 

MoUs while another 12 are in the pipelines. He said that Belarus has developed nine special economic zones 

where joint ventures could be launched. He said that Belarus is also exporting dairy products worth 6.5 billion 

dollars and Pakistan should also benefit from its experience and expertise in this specific sector. He said that 

hardly 70 Pakistani are living in Belarus with 28 students. He also identified the potential areas in which 

Faisalabad based exporters could play their proactive role and launch joint ventures for the benefit of two 

countries. In this connection, he particularly mentioned textile, hosiery products and fresh Kinnow which has 

great demand in Belarus. He hoped that Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) would arrange a 

trade delegation which could interact with their concerned counterparts and launch new and innovative ventures 

in near future. 

Earlier Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI, in line with the vision of Prime Minister Imran Khan said that we 

must pool our energies to give a quantum jump to the national exports. He said that the Government is also 

offering liberal incentives to attract maximum FDI and in this connection one window scheme has been launched. 

He said that globally compliant industrial estates like M3 and Allama Iqbal industrial estates have been 

established where foreign investors are establishing their hi-tech industrial units.  He said that FCCI will welcome 

investors from Belarus and would facilitate them to set up their industrial units in these industrial estates. He said 

that FCCI was planning to send a trade delegation to Belarus so that they could directly interact with their 

counterparts and explore new business opportunities. He requested the Pakistani ambassador to facilitate this 

delegation by arranging their B2B meetings with serious investors from Belarus. 

Earlier Mr. Imran Mahmood Sheikh Senior Vice President FCCI introduced Faisalabad and FCCI and said that 

we must enhance our exports to stabilize the economy on a sustained basis. 

February 03, 2022 

I 
slamic Chamber of Commerce 

(ICC) UK has been constituted 

to facilitate Muslim business 

community across the globe 

that is currently facing 

discrimination by the 

mainstream business handlers, 

said Mr. Zeeshan Mian Board 

Secretary of the ICC.  

B 
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During a meeting with Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, President Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce &Industry (FCCI), he 

explained in detail the aims and objectives of this chamber on Thursday, 03 February 2022. He was critical of 

Islamophobia and said that Muslim buyers and sellers are being deprived of their rightful profit by the middleman 

who is exploiting both sectors. He said that this chamber will offer membership and facilitate them by eliminating 

the role of middleman. He said that ICC is also contemplating to set up its own bank and E-platform on the 

pattern of Amazon. He said that ICC is a nonprofit organization which would have 350 members in its board. He 

further said that 50-50 members would be drawn from each continent while each country may have its own office 

to get maximum benefits from this chamber. He said that ICC will also arrange an exhibition which is expected to 

attract more than 10,000 visitors. “Currently, this organization is passing through its nestling phase”, he said and 

added that it would soon attain maturity to serve its members with maximum facilities. Mrs. Mehak Tariq 

Director, Mr. Rizwan Ali Editor ICC Gazette and Mr. Rahil Majid Board Member also introduced themselves and 

responded to the various questions. 

Earlier Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI introduced Faisalabad and FCCI and said that it is the third largest 

industrial, commercial and business centre of Pakistan which is also second after Karachi in revenue generation. 

He said that although textile is the iconic representation of Faisalabad while other sectors are also growing at a 

much faster pace. He congratulated Mr. Zeeshan Mian on the bold decision to establish ICC and said that he 

should upload demand and supply of various products for the benefit of its members. “It would certainly 

encourage Muslim businessmen to finalize their bargaining deals without any intervention by middle man”, he 

said and added that FCCI was going to organize first Pakistan Economic Conference in Faisalabad from March 18 

to 20. “It will identify the core issues confronted by the business community with a focus on technology transfer 

and enhanced exports. 

February 04, 2022 

I 
ndustrial peace is imperative 

for the sustained 

development of Faisalabad 

and the Labor Department 

has played a proactive role 

in ensuring a peaceful 

climate in this industrial, 

commercial and business 

hub of Pakistan, said Mr. 

Atif Munir Sheikh, President 

Faisalabad Chamber of 

Commerce & Industry 

(FCCI) on Friday, 04 

February 2022. 

 

 

He was addressing a farewell function in honor of Director Labour Malik 

Munawar Awan on attaining the age of superannuation. This function was also 

attended by Haji Talib Hussain Rana and Shakeel Ahmad Ansari of sizing 

association. President Atif Munir Sheik appreciated the professional expertise, 

dedication and honesty of director labor who introduced a new trend to settle the 

conflicts between employees and employers through mutual dialogue. 

Director labor thanked the business community for its unprecedented cooperation during his stay in Faisalabad 

and said that before his appointment workers and owners were confronting each other. However, he convinced 

them to resolve their issues on the table instead of taking them to the streets. He said that some negative minds are 

still trying to sabotage the peaceful climate in Faisalabad but due to the positive response of workers and owners, 

they failed to achieve their nefarious designs. He said that we must understand that Faisalabad is our own city and 

we have to maintain peace for its greater interest. 

Earlier Haji Talib Hussain Rana of sizing association also appreciated the strategy of director labor and said that 

during his tenure all labor related issues were resolved instantly. Mr. Shakeel Ahmad Ansari also congratulated 

director labor on the successful completion of his service and said that every year they were facing the problems 

of working hours and remuneration but all these issues were resolved positively. 
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February 07, 2022 

A 
ccelerated economic 

development of Pakistan 

hinges upon its dynamic 

SME sector and Thailand 

could extend full support 

and technical help to 

Pakistan to harness its 

untapped potential, said 

Mr. Chakkrid 

Krachaiwong, Ambassador 

of the Royal Embassy of 

Thailand. In a meeting with 

Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, 

President Faisalabad 

Chamber of Commerce & 

Industry (FCCI) on 

Monday, 07 February 

2022, he said that bilateral 

relations between Thailand 

and Pakistan are excellent 

which could gain 

momentum as corona is 

now receding. 
 

 
He explained in detail the economic strength of Thailand and said that it could 

extend technical support to Pakistan in order to reinvigorate its SME sector. He 

particularly mentioned the role of the SME sector in auto parts, Hilal food and 

herbal cosmetics with expertise in packing of Hilal items and said that both 

countries could collaborate in these sectors for the benefit of the two countries. He 

welcomed the proposed “Pakistan Economic Conference” to be organized by 

the FCCI and said that it would help in reigning in the post corona problems 

including supply chain issues. He assured that he will personally participate in this 

conference along with the officials of the Thai Commerce Ministry. “It will help 

him to explore new investment opportunities in different sectors”, he said and 

added that both countries must avail from this mega event. Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh 

briefed the Thai Ambassador about the detailed program of the Economic 

Conference and said that Faisalabad is contributing 45% share in total textile 

export of Pakistan while it could also fulfill the immediate needs of Thailand in 

the fields of home textile, garments and apparel etc. 

He said that FIEDMC was developing two mega industrial estates with a status of special economic zones. “Thai 

investors should also explore new opportunities for investment and launch joint ventures in the relevant fields”, he 

said and assured that FCCI will extend them full support in the materialization of future projects. He further said 

that FCCI will also send a trade delegation to Thailand to interact with their counterparts. 

Mr. Muhammad Azhar Chaudhary Chairman Pakistan Economic Conference Committee and Engineer Asim 

Munir Chairman FCCI Standing Committee on Delegation also accompanied the President FCCI.   

February 08, 2022 

T 
he Embassy of Turkish Cyprus will play a 

major role in creating close liaison between 

the business communities of Pakistan and 

Turkish Cyprus to enhance the volume of 

bilateral trade between the two countries, 

said Madam Dilshad Senol, ambassador of 

the “Turkish Northern Cyprus” in Islamabad. 

She was addressing a zoom conference which 

was attended by Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh 

President Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce 

& Industry (FCCI) while Mr. Turgay Deniz, 

President Turkish Cypriot Chamber of 

Commerce and Mr. Ali Kamacioglu, 

President Cypriot Chamber of Industry also 

joined it from Turkish Cyprus. 

 
The objective of this zoom meeting was to transform cordial 

diplomatic relations into strong economic ties. 

She appreciated the role of Faisalabad in the overall economy of 

Pakistan and said that both countries must extend maximum 

facilities to each other to promote bilateral trade which was 

practically nominal at the present.  
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Mr. Turgay Deniz, President Turkish Cypriot Chamber of Commerce said that Pakistani businessmen should 

participate in the Dubai fair where regular meetings could be arranged between the importers and exporters of the 

two countries. However, he said that FCCI must share a list of participants along with their field of interest so that 

B2B meetings could be made productive and result oriented. 

Mr. Ali Kamacioglu, President Cypriot Chamber of Industry welcomed the proposed Pakistan Economic 

Conference scheduled to be held from March 18-20 in Faisalabad and said that he would convince industrialists of 

Turkish Cyprus to participate in this event to explore the emerging investment opportunities in this country. 

Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI introduced Faisalabad and FCCI and said that this city was contributing a 

major share in the Pak economy. He said that textile is the iconic representation of this city as its share in total 

textile export of Pakistan was 45%. He said that two mega industrial estates have been established in Faisalabad 

which offer lucrative incentives to the local as well as foreign investors. He said that Pakistan is a major milk 

producing country but we could not exploit this potential due to the lack of proper technology. He suggested that 

industrialists from Turkish Cyprus should collaborate with their Pakistani counterparts and launch joint ventures 

in value addition of dairy products. He assured that he will extend full courtesy to Madam Dilshad and other 

participants from Turkish Cyrus by arranging their direct meetings with the concerned stakeholders during the 

proposed Pakistan Economic Conference. He said that the Government of Punjab has announced a ten-year tax 

holiday with host of other incentives to the foreign investors and our brethren from Turkish Cyprus must avail 

these opportunities. The meeting ended with vote of thanks by Mr. Imran Mahmood Sheikh Senior Vice President 

FCCI. 

  

 
February 10, 2022 

alaysia has been put on a growth trajectory as 36% increase was recorded in its bilateral trade between 

Pakistan and Malaysia, said Mr. Deddy Faisal Ahmad Salleh Charged Affair of the Malaysian High 

Commission. 

He was addressing the business community in Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) here today 

on February 10, 2022. 

M 
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He expressed his pleasure over the similarity in his name with the city of Faisalabad and said that it has almost 

doubled his pleasure to it. He said that Pakistan and Malaysia have enjoyed good diplomatic relations since 1957 

which has now gained strategic importance. He also mentioned the recent visit of Malaysian Foreign Minister Mr. 

Saiful Din Abdullah and said that with the visit of Mr. Mahathir Mohamad our relations have enhanced at the 

multilateral stages. 

He said that in 2021 bilateral trade recorded a phenomenal growth of 36% while according to the World Bank 

report Malaysia is heading towards a “high income economy” and its benefits are also being enjoyed by the 

people of this country. He said that the Malaysian Government is heavily investing in its human resource capital 

which would help it to achieve sustainable economic goals very soon. He further said that our growth is around 

4.5 % which is expected to jump to 5% during next year. He said that Malaysia has huge potential for foreign 

investment as it provides a huge ASEAN market of 15 countries comprising 39% population of this economic 

block. He said that Pakistani investors should also benefit from these opportunities in the current scenario. He said 

that he is just completing his diplomatic stay in Pakistan but he will always remain accessible to the business 

community of Pakistan. Mr. Faisal Salleh also appreciated the initiative of the FCCI to hold a national level 

economic conference and requested President Atif Munir to send him a formal invitation so that he could 

convince Kuala Lumpur and other chambers of Malaysia to participate in it. He said that he would also request 

concerned Malaysian ministries to send their representative to participate in it. Earlier Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh 

introduced Faisalabad and FCCI and said that this third major city of Pakistan is playing a key role in the national 

economy. “This city is contributing 45% share in the total textile export of Pakistan in addition to catering 80% 

domestic needs of clothing”, he said and added that two major industrial estates have been established which are 

providing international level facilities to the prospective industrialists and investors. He said that 65 Chinese units 

are already operative in addition to 11 other countries. He said that many more are in the pipeline and we are 

expecting that these units would start their production within the next couple of years. He also underlined the 

importance of the need for B2B meetings between the businessmen of two countries in addition to the regular 

exchange of delegations. Executive member Muhammad Azhar Chaudhary briefed about the proposed economic 

conference and said that being Muslim countries Pakistan and Malaysia should launch joint ventures for the 

production and export of Hilal products across the globe.  

 

February 12, 2022 

aisalabad city police have chalked out a comprehensive plan to launch “Smart City Project” in addition to 

constituting “FCCI-Police Liaison Committee” to improve the overall law and order situation in this 

district. 

Addressing the business community in Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) here today on 

February 12, 2022, the City Police Officer (CPO) Mr. Ghulam Mubasshir Mekan paid best tribute to the 

F 
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supportive role of business community and hoped that this cooperation will continue in the future for the best 

interest of this city and its real stakeholders. 

About the crime rate in Faisalabad, he said that this metropolis is facing multiple natures of crimes including 

terrorists’ attacks. “160 police officers and Jawans have so far laid down their lives in line with their duty”, he 

said and added that we are fully prepared to continue our efforts in order to reign in the criminal elements. 

He said that during recent past crimes were not properly registered to give the impression of peace but this 

government is now encouraging crime registration and maximum cases are reported through 15. 

He said that there are 42 police stations in Faisalabad. “Out of these, the crime rate is comparatively high in 11 

police stations as compared to the remaining 31 police stations”, he said and added that Millat Town, Sargodha 

Road, Madina Town, Mansoorabad, Batala Colony, Sadar and Civil Line etc are among those police station where 

crime rate is high. 

He said that police alone is not responsible for the crime rate. “Our role is only 25-30 percent in crime control”, 

he said and added that the other departments should also play their collaborative role to address the remaining 

social issues leading to criminal activities. 

About the traffic system, CPO said that he has decided to initially select 3 to 4 roads and make them “model” 

while this strategy could be replicated in later phases to the other important roads also. 

The CPO identified communication gap as a major hurdle and said that it must be bridged to restore confidence 

and resolve the multiple issues. 

CPO said that Punjab police have launched an App under the title of “Smart Eye” and FCCI members should 

benefit from it for the verification of their workers etc. 

He said that police Khidmat Markaz are offering 17 different types of facilities. He also assured to fully revive the 

Khidmat Markaz established in the basement of FCCI. He directed the police focal person to coordinate with the 

FCCI to ensure its immediate revival. 

The CPO said that the “Safe City Project” is under progress but it would take some time to give tangible results. 

“We have decided to launch “Smart City Project” as the city has almost 1400 CCTV cameras out of which more 

than 600 cameras are IP based”, he added. 

He said that FCCI should also take lead and install maximum cameras which could be ultimately handed over to 

the Safe City Project. 

He appreciated the cooperation of FCCI and said that police will issue the security plan for the functions to be 

held in FCCI in future. 

He said that the business related conflicts would also be resolved in consultation with the FCCI. He admitted that 

security of the foreigners is very important and he is trying his optimum best to further improve it within the 

given circumstances. 

Earlier, President FCCI Atif Munir Sheikh appreciated the vision of CPO and said that the people of Faisalabad 

are more social and cooperative as compared to the other cities. 

He said that the chamber is also going to launch major projects to improve the overall infrastructure of this city. 

He commended the efforts of CPO and said that Faisalabad police made best security arrangements during the 

recent visit of His Excellency Mr. Imran Khan, Prime Minister of Pakistan. 

He also requested the CPO to extend foolproof security to the scheduled Pakistan Economic Conference to be 

held under the aegis of FCCI from March 18-20, 2022. 

Mr. Atif said that FCCI is going to launch a mega airport project. “Initially we needed 25 shareholders but so far 

we have registered 40 persons for it”, he added. 

He further said that Faisalabad is one of the best cities in donation of charity and participation in other welfare 

projects. “Our members are also ready to play their positive and productive role in the Smart City Project”, he 

assured. 

President Atif Munir Sheikh announced to give honorary membership of FCCI to Mr. Ghulam Mubasshir Mekan 

while Senior Vice President Mr. Imran Mehmood Sheikh decorated the CPO with FCCI pin. 
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February 12, 2022 

C 
entral Business District Lahore 

(CBDL) will promote a new 

culture of skyscrapers in 

Pakistan to further gear-up the 

pace of economic growth with 

additional dividends of 

controlling environmental 

pollution and saving precious 

agricultural lands from 

horizontal expansion of the 

existing cities, said Mr. Zahid 

Hussain Divisional 

Commissioner Faisalabad. 

 

He was addressing an awareness session for the auction of seven precious plots 

in Central Business District Lahore (CBDL) in Faisalabad Chamber of 

Commerce & Industry (FCCI) today on February 12, 2022. He underlined the 

importance of the industrial sector in creating new job opportunities and 

generating much needed revenue for the national kitty. 

 

“It is also important to establish an import substitution industry in the country to save precious foreign 

exchange”, he added.  

Mr. Zahid Hussain Divisional Commissioner appreciated the most impressive advocacy of local issues 

by Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, President FCCI. He said that on the special directive of Prime Minister Imran 

Khan and in line with the demands of the business community, he immediately started work on the 

proposed projects. He said that the issue of the Master Plan for Faisalabad was on top of the list. “It was 

pending unfinished for the last many years”, he said and added that work was restarted on it. He said 

that 95% work on the master plan was completed but on the directive of advisor to Chief Minister 

Punjab Mr. Salman Shah, it was revisited to maintain its industrial growth trajectory. He said that 7500 

acres of land was already allocated for the state-of-the-art industrial estates under the Faisalabad 

Industrial Estates Development & Management Company (FIEDMC) while another 700 acres of land 

has also been earmarked for the future and planned industrial estates to maintain its reorganization as 

industrial hub of Pakistan. On the demand of Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, the commissioner assured that the 

business community would be given due representation in the District Coordination Committee enabling 

it to give its productive input for the on-going and future infrastructure projects of this city.  

Mr. Yasir Usman Khattak of CBDL briefed about this project and said that it is expected to yield 

economic activities up to Rs. 250 billion. He also screened a short documentary about this project. 

Earlier welcoming the guests Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI assured that the business 

community of Faisalabad would fully participate in the auction of the proposed plots. About the 

infrastructural development of Faisalabad, he said that Faisalabad Development Trust (FDT) has been 

created under the visionary leadership of Mian Muhammad Adrees to launch mega development 

projects on public private partnership mode. He said that initially FDT needs 25 directors to raise funds 

but so far 40 have given their willingness to become the board member. He also underlined the need for 

a new and scientifically planned and well-designed ring road to cater to the future needs of this city 

instead of retaining the existing network of link roads which is being used as ring road. He appreciated 

the vision of the Commissioner and said that he had played a major role in the development of 

infrastructure in Sialkot and hoped that he would complete the spade work to initiate such projects in 

Faisalabad during his stay in this city. 
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February 16, 2022 

unjab Board of Investment and Trade (PBIT) will fully participate in three-day Pakistan Economic 

Conference (PEC) scheduled to be organized by Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) 

from March 18-20 in Faisalabad, said Mr. Ahmer Malik Chief Executive Officer PBIT. 

During an online meeting with Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, President FCCI, he underlined the serious efforts made by 

the Government and business community for the revival of sustained economic growth here today on February 

16, 2022. “The Faisalabad Economic Conference will play a key role in achieving this ambitious target with the 

help of the private sector of Pakistan. He appreciated the comprehensiveness of the agenda of the conference and 

said that almost all economic sectors have been covered with best available technocrats, policy makers and 

entrepreneurs. He said that PBIT will collaborate with FCCI for one full day so that early colonization of M3 and 

Allama Iqbal Industrial Estates could be ensured with viable policy interventions at the provincial level. Earlier 

Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI explained the immediate outcome of his recent meeting with provincial 

minister Mian Aslam Iqbal and said that he was very keen to make this event a total success. He said that Federal 

and Provincial Ministers and more than 15 Ambassadors or High Commissioners would also participate in it in 

addition to the top-level participation from all chambers of commerce and Industry, Women Chambers and Small 

Chambers across the country. He further said that participation of Prime Minister Imran Khan is also expected in 

the concluding session of this three-day mega event. He said that different sessions, panel discussions and side-

line meetings would also be held to identify and formulate viable recommendations for different sectors of the 

economy. During this meeting Mr. Jalal Hassan Chief Operation Officer, Mr. Sohail Saleem Director General 

Facilitation and Mr. Sohail Qadri Director Policy PBIT were also present in addition to Mr. Muhammad Azhar 

Chaudhary Chairman Organizing Committee of the Pakistan Economic Conference and Mr. Rashid Munir. 

  

P 
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February 17, 2022 

ecline in tax related complaints has been recorded due to the suo moto notices of Federal Tax 

Ombudsman Dr. Asif Mahmood Jah, said Dr. Muhammad Akram Khan Advisor/In-charge Regional 

Secretariat of the FTO Faisalabad. Addressing a meeting in Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & 

Industry (FCCI) today on February 17, 2022, he said that the office of FTO was established in 2000 and its 

regional secretariat in Faisalabad is working for the last ten years. He said that despite the best efforts of the 

FTO, there still exists distrust among the taxpayers and the tax collectors. He said that FTO has so far settled 

14, 319 complaints while tax refunds of Rs. 27 billion were also made. He said that despite being the most 

effective available forum of FTO, the taxpayers are still reluctant to lodge complaints against the tax 

officials. He clarified that FTO cannot intervene in the policy related matters but the issues of 

maladministration fall within its mandate. He said that Dr. Asif Mahmood Jah visited Faisalabad and other 

chambers of the country immediately after taking over the charge of FTO. “He reinvigorated this office 

through his dynamism and proactive approach”, said Dr. Muhammad Akram Khan and added that on his 

special directive FTO desks have been established at airports and border crossings to redress the complaints 

there and then. A documentary on FTO was also screened while Dr. Akrm Khan also responded to the 

questions asked by the participants of the meeting. 

Earlier Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI appreciated the role of FTO and said that during his last visit 

to Faisalabad he had announced to include FCCI in the advisory board of the FTO and he has so far attended 

two meetings of the advisory board as an ex-officio member of the FCCI. He said that on the directive of 

FTO, its help desk has also been established in FCCI which would facilitate our 8,000 members. President 

FCCI however expressed concern on the illegal notices issued by the FBR to the business community. He 

said that we all know that the tax chain is still incomplete and hence FBR must complete this chain and 

introduce a fix-tax system for the time being in addition to withdrawing the mandatory condition of 

producing CNIC. He said that non tax payers have no right to enjoy the government facilities but the 

department has itself opened a back door channel by segregating filers from non-filers. He said that 

sometimes the FBR becomes personal on the complaints filed with the FTO. “Because of this attitude 

taxpayers are generally reluctant to lodge complaints with the FTO '', he said and added that the taxpayers 

must feel and enjoy the gentleness of FTO whereas the FBR should be afraid of it. 

 

D 
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February 20, 2022 

ccelerated industrialization is imperative for the sustained economic growth and in this connection the 

government is making serious efforts to attract maximum local and foreign investment for expeditious 

colonization of two well-planned industrial estates of Faisalabad, said Dr. Shahbaz Gill Special Assistant 

to Prime Minister (SAPM) on Political Communication.   

In a meeting with a delegation of the business community headed by Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, President Faisalabad 

Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI), he discussed in details the participation of Prime Minister (PM) Imran 

Khan in scheduled “Pakistan Economic Conference” to be held from March 18-20, 2022 in Faisalabad today on 

February 20, 2022.   

He said that industrial estates would play a major role in materializing the PTI (Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf) 

manifesto of creating maximum job opportunities in addition to the economic revival which was facing a steep 

decline due to the loot and plunder and ill-conceived policies of the previous governments.  

He said that these industrial estates would not only attract local but also foreign investors to establish hi-tech 

industrial units to get maximum profit from their investment.   

He also underlined the need for the relocation of Chinese industrial units under the second phase of China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and said that in this connection, Prime Minister’s recent visit to China has 

completed spadework for the fast track colonization of M3 and Allama Iqbal Industrial estates. 

He appreciated the idea of “Pakistan Economic Conference” particularly in the current global economic situation 

and said that it was an in-time step in the right direction which would also help to put the country on road to 

progress and prosperity. 

He admitted that the role of the private sector was imperative to achieve the ambitious economic goals and said 

that the Prime Minister is fully aware of the proactive and productive role of FCCI and is taking keen interest in 

the preparation of this economic event. 

He said that PM has already directed the concerned ministries, divisions and departments to actively participate in 

this conference and hopefully he (PM) would also participate in its concluding session as chief guest.  

He said that the ministries are already in touch with the FCCI and the concerned stakeholders while the 

recommendations of PEC would also help the government to formulate robust and proactive economic policies in 

this current domestic and global scenario.   

Earlier, President FCCI Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh explained in detail the fundamental aims and objectives of the 

Pakistan Economic Conference along with comprehensive programs chalked to cover the problems of different 

sectors of the economy.   
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He said that it is for the first time that such an economic event is arranged at Faisalabad which would not only 

accelerate the local economic, industrial and commercial activities but also help the government to formulate pro-

industry policies in consultation with the stakeholders to catalyze the economic and industrial activities. 

He said that the importance of this conference has been further increased at this crucial stage as government 

departments have already started formulating budget proposals for the next federal budget for the financial year of 

2022-2023.   

He said that during this conference the technical experts and economists would not only pinpoint the problems 

confronted by the business community but also suggest tangible and workable solutions to resolve the same 

within the given circumstances.   

During this meeting, the representatives of the Pakistan Hosiery Manufacturers Association (PHMA), All 

Pakistan Textile Processing Mills Association (APTPMA), All Pakistan Cotton Power Loom Association 

(APCPLA) and All Pakistan Bed-sheets and Upholstery Manufacturers Association (APBUMA) were also 

present in addition to the Senior Vice President Mr. Imran Mehmood and Vice President FCCI Rana Fayyaz 

Ahmad. 

 

February 24, 2022 

hree-day Pakistan Economic Conference (PEC) will be a game changer for the expeditious, diversified, 

and innovative industrialization of Faisalabad in addition to the promotion of social, commercial and 

business activities, said Mian Javed Iqbal, a leader of the National Group (Corporate). He appreciated the 

aims, objectives and design of the proposed PEC and said that it is probably the first serious and well thought out 

effort to hold a conference in which policy making issues would also be discussed at the highest level. He said 

that generally cosmetic conferences are arranged but most of these failed to yield the required results. He quoted 

his participation in an energy conference in Karachi a few decades ago and said that it was his last participation as 

it was just a waste of time. About the PEC, he said that it has been premeditated with a focus on covering almost 

all segments of the economy identifying new and emerging investment opportunities that have a major attraction 

for the investors, young start-ups and other serious stakeholders. He said that the third generation of local 

industrialists is ready to enter into practical life. “They must undertake new, innovative and non-traditional 

projects instead of depending on the textile”, he said and added that this conference would help them to enter into 

non-traditional fields of businesses with a renewed vigor, innovative ideas and out of box solutions. He termed 

industrial estates being established by FIEDMC in Faisalabad as a boon for this region. He disclosed that 90% 

plots in the industrial estate have been sold out to the investors from other areas who are establishing diversified 

industries that would play a key role in import substitution. He said that the emerging industrial landscape would 

project Faisalabad as a haven for investors in non-traditional and hi-tech industries. He particularly appreciated 

the health cards scheme inaugurated by Prime Minister Imran Khan just a week ago in Faisalabad and said that it 

has almost doubled the patient’s pressure in private hospitals. Earlier these healthcare units were working only 

65% occupancy. He said that now people are selecting hospitals on the basis of services and facilities available in 

the hospital. He said that it also provides a unique opportunity to the investors in the health care sector as they 

could provide MIR, CT SCAN and other costly machines to the private hospitals and earn a reasonable profit for 

their investment. He hoped that this decision would make health as one of the biggest sectors of the national 

economy in the near future. He also quoted the Indian occupied Kashmir which is cultivating and exporting 
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saffron to the entire world. He said that the climate in independent Kashmir is the same and investors could also 

cultivate this precious crop for the benefit of the local communities in addition to earning precious foreign 

exchange by exporting the same. He said that women are 52% of our population; hence instead of organizing 

separate meetings for them, females must be made part of the main conferences. He said that generally among top 

90 students, 1-30 positions are won by the girls but our society prefers to exclude them from the mainstream of 

the national economy. He also appreciated the female talent in Baluchistan and other neglected far-flung areas and 

stressed the need to involve them in productive national activities. He appreciated the efforts of Mr. Atif Munir 

Sheikh, President Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) and said that he is a visionary leader who 

has designed it in line with the future needs. He hoped that this conference would prove a total success and 

organizers would get at least 70% participants for the next year’s event from amongst the participants of this 

conference. He said that this conference should be financially sustainable and organizers should discourage free 

entry into it. 

 

February 28, 2022 

he National Industrial Exhibition will play a major role in introducing quality Pakistani products at 

international level, said Mr. Tahir Raza Hamdani Director General (DG) Industries Punjab.  

He was addressing an awareness session about this industrial exhibition in Faisalabad Chamber of 

Commerce & Industry (FCCI) here today on February 28, 2022.   

He said that Faisalabad is one of the most important industrial centers of Punjab and he intends that its 

industrialists must showcase their products in this exhibition.   

He further said that this exhibition would be held in Fortress Stadium Lahore from March 10 to 16 on the eve of 

Horse & Cattle Show 2022 and a separate and dedicated enclave could be allocated for the industrial products of 

Faisalabad.   

He said that around 100 stalls of 18x8 feet would be established. However, if the number of intending participants 

increased, then the stall would be allotted on a “first come, first serve” basis.   

He further said that arrangements for this exhibition are being finalized and hopefully it will be completed very 

soon.   

He said that this exhibition would provide lifetime benefits to the products marketed through this event.   

Earlier, in his address of welcome, President FCCI Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh appreciated the revival of national 

exhibition and said that the most reasonable price has been fixed for the stalls for 7 days.   

“I shall try my best to convince at least 25 to 30 leading industrialists to participate in it”, he said and added that 

in addition to fabric and lawn, the paint, chemical, engineering and foundry industry would also showcase their 

innovative products.  
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He appreciated the vision of Prime Minister Imran Khan and Chief Minister Punjab Sardar Usman Buzdar and 

said that their strategy of smart lockdown during corona proved a boon as it not only continued the industrial 

wheel in progress but also stopped the expected flood of unemployment in the country.   

He said that FCCI would fully support the industrial exhibition as it is tantamount to the promotion of Pakistan.   

About the infrastructure development, he said that we have been repeatedly advised to follow the Sialkot Model.   

He said that Divisional Commissioner Faisalabad Mr. Zahid Hussain was the real force behind Sialkot Model and 

now Faisalabad would also try to avail from his vision and strategy for the systematic, scientific, planned and 

integrated development of this mega metropolis by providing best possible civic amenities to its inhabitants.   

He said that the previous government had provided funds under CCB (Citizen Community Board) scheme at the 

rate of 80:20 ratio. “The Sialkot has fully exploited this strategy but unluckily we could not avail from it”, he 

added.   

He said that former District Nazim Rana Zahid Tauseef had disclosed that during his entire tenure only 6 percent 

funds of CCB were utilized. “Now we would try our optimum best to avail from the administrative skills and 

expertise of Divisional Commissioner Zahid Hussain to launch world-class infrastructure on the public-private 

partnership mode”, he said and added that among these projects include airport, hospital, hotel and theme park, 

etc.   

Executive Member FCCI Mr. Azhar Chaudhary offered votes of thanks and said that President FCCI would soon 

nominate a focal person to coordinate with the organizers of the National Industrial Exhibition.  

“However, he pointed out that at least staff of 6 to 7 persons will be deputed on each stall”, he said and demanded 

reasonable residence for them in the close vicinity of Fortress Stadium.  

 
Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI alongwith FCCI Members had meeting with Mr. Shibli Faraz, 

Federal Minsiter for Information & Broadcating 

 

 
Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI alongwith FCCI Members had meeting with Mr. Aslam Iqbal  
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Ambassador of Argentina. H.E Leopoldo Sahores visited FCCI  

 

 
Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, President FCCI hosted a dinner in the honor of All Past Presidents of FCCI  
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Cultural Day Celebrations at FCCI 
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