
Assalam O Alaikum! Madam Mishal & Mr. Muqarab Mukhtar Awan from 

Ministry of IBNH. I would like to thank the IPAD to organize this event at FCCI 

and giving me a chance to express my views for social obligation theme. It is 

appreciable that IPAD organization is working with a noble objective, since 2005 

in Pakistan and is trying to establish a strong linkage to business community with 

the collaboration with FCCI. It’s a good initiative to promote social responsibility 

among people of Pakistan. 

Sir, charity is a noble act of humanity but misdirected acts of charity can become a 

cause of concern and can even contribute to anarchy in a society. While poverty is 

indeed extreme and widespread, it is easy to forget just how many people there are 

in the developed world, and how powerful our pocket change can become when 

pooled together. When giving to an effective charity, the size of your donation 

directly correlates with the number of people you are able to help. But charity is 

sometimes given badly or not as well as it should be.  

I would like to share a story, A man walking along a beach saw a boy picking up a 

starfish and throwing into the sea. He asked the boy, why he was throwing starfish 

into the sea. The boy replied, “the tide is going out. If I don’t throw them in, they 

will dry up and die”. The man smiled patronizingly and said, “But, there are miles 

of beach and thousands of starfish on every mile. You can’t possibly make a 

difference”. 

The boy smiled, bent down, picked up another starfish, and threw it into the sea. 

“Well”, he said, “I made a difference for that one”. 

In short, Charity may become a substitute for real justice. I think, charity is not 

responsible when it is used to patch up the effects of basic differences that are built 

into the structure and values of society. From this point of view, charity can 



sometimes be seen as actually accepting the injustices of society while trying to 

mitigate the results of the injustices. 

 

I would like to suggest, when we people open hearts for charity, educate yourself 

on the activities of the charities to which you donate, to ensure that your generosity 

must have judicious use. 


