
FCCI Complex, Canal Park, East Canal Road, Faisalabad-Pakistan.

+92 41 9230265-67 info@fcci.com.pk www.fcci.com.pk Youtube.com/fcci.pk Twitter.com/FCCIofficial facebook.com/fcci.com.pk

FCCI
MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER
November 2021



1

(November 01, 2021) 

The office of the Federal Tax Ombudsman (FTO) will introduce a new system for the facilitation and immediate
redressal of the taxpayer's complaints, said FTO Dr. Asif Mahmood Jah. He was addressing an awareness session in

 Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) here today on November 01, 2021. He said that just two weeks ago, 
he received a message from Karachi that a consignment of 130 tractors had been stopped despite clearing all the duties. He 
said that he himself talked to the Commissioner Karachi and the consignment was released within only four hours. He said 
that the office of the Tax Ombudsman will also introduce a mobile app while the FTO portal would also be launched on the 
pattern of Prime Minister's portal. He expressed concern over the rampant complaints of stopping consignments en-route to 
their destination and said that he will soon issue a clear directive to stop this practice forthwith. He said that the ultimate 
objective of FTO is to facilitate, facilitate and facilitate the taxpayers. He said that FTO desks would also be established at all 
airports to resolve the custom related complaints there and then.
Dr. Asif Mahmood Jah said that we are only due to Pakistan. “This country has given us respect, dignity and identity and we 



2

 must pay back its loan by working with extreme honesty, commitment and dedication. He termed taxpayers as the backbone 
of the national economy and said that he will work as their advocate. “I am ready to go to any forum including chairman FBR 
or member customs for the immediate redressal of their genuine complaints”, he said and requested the taxpayers to submit 
their workable proposals and assured that he will try his optimum best to implement the same.
Earlier Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI in his address of welcome said that the number of taxpayers has reduced 
instead of enhancing the tax net. “Its natural outcome is that additional burden is being put on the existing tax payers”, he said 
and added that Faisalabad is emerging as a new regional hub of industry and trade. “We are expecting maximum local and 
foreign investment in M3 and Allama Iqbal Industrial Estates”, he said and added that the Government is also trying to 
facilitate them through one window operation. He said that FIEDMC has already launched this operation while FCCI was 
also playing its role in the marketing of these industrial estates. He also quoted the last week's visit of Chief Minister Usman 
Buzdar during which he had inaugurated a facilitation desk. Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh said that FCCI is not only playing its 
traditional role to bridge the gap between Government and private sector but we have crossed this limit and are working in 
unison with Government departments. He stressed the need to promote tax culture in order to expand the tax net. He 
lamented that instead of facilitating, large taxpayer units have been shifted from Faisalabad to Multan which has further 
enhanced the problems of local taxpayers. He said that proposals are invited from chambers but these are not included in the 
federal budget. He said that the business community is fully convinced to pay its due share of taxes but they are sceptical of 
the complicated system. “Hence a simple tax return form should be introduced for the small traders”, he opined.
Mr. Toqeer Akbar local advisor of FTO office gave a brief résumé of the office of FTO and new tax ombudsman Dr. Asif 
Mahmood Jah and said that his objective is to facilitate the taxpayers by resolving their genuine complaints expeditiously. 
Dr. Asif Mahmood Jah also presented copies of his new book to President Atif Munir Sheikh, Senior Vice President Imran 
Mehmood Sheikh, Vice President Rana Fayyaz Ahmad, Chief Commissioner and others. Collector custom Faisalabad 
Madam Sadia Muneeb and members of Faisalabad Tax Bar Association were also present during this meeting. 

(November 02, 2021) 

T
he SME (Small and Medium Enterprises) Sector has to play a key role in the economic revival and the Government
was fully convinced to take all possible steps to exploit the full potential of this sector, said Mr. Abdul Razak Dawood, 
Advisor to the Prime Minister on Commerce and Investment. 

He was addressing a meeting to fine tune the SME sector in view of the current economic scenario on November 02, 2021. 
The meeting was also attended by Makhdum Khusro Bakhtyar Federal Minister for Industries & Production, President 
Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh and representatives of other chambers and 
trade bodies.  
Mr. Abdul Razak Dawood appreciated the proposals presented by the trade representatives to reorganize the SME sector on 
solid and sound footings. He said that the Government will critically analyse these proposals and take positive steps on the 
workable suggestions.
Earlier Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI said that the SME sector is contributing 90% share in overall national exports 
but most of the SMEs are facing liquidity problems as a major chunk of their capital is stuck up with the Government kitty. 
He said that this situation is very embarrassing as they have limited financial resources. “Hence Government must revive the 
zero-rating scheme for this sector”, he said and added that in view of the rapid PKR depreciation; Government must redefine 
the financial status of SMEs enabling them to get benefit of the policies specially designed for this sector. He said that the 
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 Government must focus on this sector to enhance exports and make Pakistan economically stable. He also pointed out some 
other problems confronted by the SME sector and hoped that the Government will resolve these issues on top priority basis 
in the proposed draft of the new SME policy. 

(November 02, 2021) 

F
ull throttled economic activities during the post corona and robotic & artificial intelligence era will open new avenues
of employment for the nations fully prepared to encash the emerging opportunities and we must prepare ourselves for
it, said Engineer Ahmad Hasan, Chairman FCCI Standing Committee on CPEC and R & D. 

Presenting the agenda during the first meeting of the committee, he explained in detail the vision of Research & 

Development (R & D), its mission, objectives, model and framework of R & D, industry-academia linkages with its benefits 

to the concerned sectors. He said that we must exploit social media and YouTube with project focus areas and it's trickled 

down effects on the national economy and public at large in addition to the benefits of capacity building to the industrial 

sector. He said that this comprehensive agenda would be shared with Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, President Faisalabad Chamber 

of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) and his views and salient features of the roadmap would also be incorporated in it. He said 

that the ultimate objective of this agenda is to achieve micro-financial stability, increase tax revenue, improve governance, 

innovation and value addition, energy, agriculture and livestock, human resource, entrepreneurship, ease of doing business, 

protecting environment and above all to ensure sustained economic growth.

Vice Chairman Dr. Khurram Tariq said that instead of a hefty agenda, we must concentrate on one after another agenda point 

to maintain steady progress.  

Dr. Arif was of the opinion that the committee has to focus on local as well as national issues simultaneously with a focused 

approach towards energy, renewable energy, water treatment, industry academia linkages, capacity building, promoting 

liaison with regulatory bodies and improving the policy structure in consultation with the stakeholders.

Muhammad Amjad Khawaja underlined the need to improve the economic and financial approach of executive members 

and a tailor-made program could also be launched for them. In this connection a committee was constituted under the 

supervision of Dr. Arif and Dr. Habib Aslam Gaba to fine-tune the strategy for their training.

Engineer Ahmad Hassan said that US president Mr. Joe Biden has recently approved a 1.3 trillion-dollar budget for the 

protection of the environment and Pakistan must avail from it. He stressed the need to promote the green revolution through 

the development of renewable energy resources. He further said that predominantly Pakistan is an agrarian economy and 

must enhance our per acre yield with value addition to weed out rural poverty in addition to strengthen the national economy. 

He said that an agriculture scholar Mr. Azhar Rasool will give a detailed presentation on the agriculture potential of 

Faisalabad. He also said that a comprehensive program should be formulated for the awareness of FCCI and industrialists to 

brace the expected challenges of the fourth industrial revolution.  
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 Company (FIEDMC).

Addressing the FCCI Standing Committee on Railway today on November 02, 2021, he said that Faisalabad has emerged as a 

major industrial, commercial, business and export hub of Pakistan. “Currently it has a single railway track to link it with 

Khanewal and Shahdara and to have access to the main railway line”, he said and added that FCCI will consult the 

Government and chairman CPEC in particular to include Faisalabad in the proposed mega CPEC project of ML1.

Mirza Hidayat Ullah chairman standing committee said that ML1, ML2 and ML3 railway lines have been proposed under 

CPEC  to link Peshawar with Karachi via Multan. He said that under this mega project 720 railway level crossings on existing 

railway tracks would be eliminated and replaced with 2445 small and big overhead bridges. “In some places under passes 

would also be constructed while its surroundings areas would be fully fenced to discourage the movement of people on 

railway track”, he added. He expressed concern that Faisalabad has been totally ignored in this project despite the fact that a 

large number of industrial units are being established in Faisalabad by Chinese individually or as joint ventures and they need 

direct link with ML1 for the movement of their import and export consignments.

(November 02, 2021) 

G
overnment must take up the issue to link Faisalabad with ML1 for the safe and speedy transportation of import and
export consignments to seaports and to upcountry borders for its onward dispatch to the various export destinations,
said Imran Mahmood Sheikh Senior Vice President Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI).

(November 06, 2021) 

M
r. Atif Munir Sheikh has welcomed the appointment of

Mr. Zafar Iqbal Sarwer as Chairman Board of Director (BOD)

of the Faisalabad Industrial Estate and Development Management

In a statement issued here today on November 06, 2021, he said that 

FIEDMC has established a number of industrial estates to ensure 

industrial production and export in a globally compliant environment. 

He said that M-3 Industrial Estate and Allama Iqbal Special Economic 

Zone are passing through the colonization stage and decision making was delayed unnecessarily in the absence of Chairman 

Board of Director. He said that Zafar Iqbal Sarwer is a competent, dashing and a visionary industrialist and is playing his 

pivotal role in enhancing textile export. “His appointment to head FIEDMC Board will not only spur local and foreign 

investment but also help Pakistan to achieve 100 % export target to 21.billion dollar by the end of next year.

Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh further said that Zafar Iqbal Sarwer has the privilege to formulate the first textile policy of this 

government which has ensured sustained and durable growth in addition to increasing the textile export. He hoped that Zafar 

Iqbal Sarwer will also review the negative impacts of the current inflation and submit viable recommendations to attract 

maximum investment for the industrial sector in general and textile in particular. He said that the government has indicated 

shortage of Gas during the upcoming winter season and hoped that Mr Zafar will remain in touch with concerned government 

quarters to ensure regular Gas supply to the industrial sector for the uninterrupted industrial and export process.
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(November 08, 2021) 

O
ur struggle to enhance business to business relations was stalled with the outbreak of covid-19, however reinvigorated 
efforts would be started to exploit the full potential of bilateral trade between Pakistan and South Africa, said
Mr. M  Madikiza, High Commissioner of South Africa. He was addressing the business community in Faisalabad

Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) here today on November 08, 2021.
He appreciated the “Look Africa” policy of Pakistan and said that in this connection joint commission is playing a pivotal role, 
however corona was a major impediment which hampered our serious efforts. He said that we have restated our efforts and 
hopefully these could yield positive results within the next couple of years. He suggested short and long term strategies to 
bring youth of both countries closer to each other. “It will further enhance our bilateral trade on a sustained basis”, he added.
Regarding visa problems, he said that serious and genuine businessmen would get preferential treatment. He lamented that a 
large number of Pakistanis are living in South Africa as illegal immigrants. Hence he advised genuine businessmen to apply 
for a visa to his office directly instead of falling prey to the agents. He also underlined the importance of the Free Trade 
Agreement to give a quantum jump in trade and investment. He also appreciated a proposal to sign MOUs between FCCI and 
leading Chambers of South Africa. He said that the situation has returned to normal after corona and hence we must get 
maximum benefit out of it.
Earlier president Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry Mr. Atif Munir briefly introduced Faisalabad and Faisalabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry and said that 2 mega Industrial Estates are being developed in Faisalabad to attract 
maximum Foreign Direct investment (FDI). He said that these Industrial Estates particularly M-3 Industrial Estate and Allama 
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Iqbal Special Economic Zone offer facilities of special economic zones and are providing a globally compliant environment. 
About bilateral trade, Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh said that despite the best diplomatic relations, our trade is still in millions which 
should be in billions according to the economic potential of the both countries. He further said FCCI has inked a number of 
MOU's with local universities and research organizations to cater to the need of modern and hi-tech industrial units in 
Faisalabad. He also requested Mr. Madikiza, High Commissioner of South Africa to support a proposed trade delegation of 
FCCI to South Africa for direct linkages between their Importers & Exporters. “We should also organize single country 
exhibitions on a reciprocal basis.

(November 09, 2021) 

C
ooperation between Faisalabad and Qingdao could transform both
cities as regional hub of industrial, commercial, educational and 
research activities which would play a catalytic role in the overall

growth of both countries, said Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President 
Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI).
He was addressing a zoom conference specially arranged by Pak-
China Centre in connection with declaring Faisalabad and Qingdao 

thas “sister cities” to mark the 70  anniversary of the communist 
party of China. He said that Faisalabad has emerged as the fastest 
growing city of Pakistan which is contributing a major role in the 

 overall economy of Pakistan. As regards FCCI, he said that it is the elected forum of the business community of Faisalabad 
which has 8000 members within its fold. He said that Faisalabad is strategically located in the heart of Pakistan which is well 
connected through road, rail and air links. “Faisalabad has two mega industrial estates where many foreign companies 
including Chinese firms have already established their units which are working profitably”, he said and added that investors 
have been given special incentives of ten years tax holiday which has made it most lucrative for foreign investors. He said that 
Pakistan is importing raw material from China and now investors from Qingdao should also exploit this potential by 
establishing units to fulfil the needs of local industrial sector. He further said that surplus production could also be exported to 
the Middle East and other counties. He quoted his recent meeting with Chief Minister Punjab Usman Buzdar and said that he 
has himself inaugurated a Foreign Investment Facilitation Desk for the convenience of new investors. “Similarly, an 
inspector-less regime has also been introduced to save them from unnecessary hassle”, he added.
Former President Engineer Rizwan Ashraf said that Faisalabad alone is contributing 8 billion dollars through the export of 
textile products in addition to fulfilling the 80% needs of the domestic cloth market. He said that Faisalabad has a sufficient 
quantity of skilled human resource while we have inked a number of agreements with global organizations including GIZ to 
upgrade the quality of our human resource. He termed Faisalabad as the most lucrative city for investment and proposed that 
direct flights between Faisalabad and Qingdao could be started to further strengthen our business relations.
Former President Shabbir Hussain Chawla said that Pakistan is importing huge quantities of dyes and chemicals from China 
which could be produced in Faisalabad by launching joint ventures with Chinese investors.
Engineer Ahmad Hassan Chairman FCCI Standing Committee on CPEC & R & D said that FCCI was the first chamber that 
had supported and projected CPEC by publishing two books on the potential and opportunities of this mega project. He said 
that in the second phase of CPEC, now we should focus on enhancing cooperation in the fields of solar energy and agriculture.
Videos about Chinese companies were also screened that are interested in investing in Faisalabad.
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 environmental protection and achieving Millennium Sustainable Development goals, we need an estimated amount of 4.2 
trillion dollars. “The rich countries have so far donated 1.7 trillion dollars but still there is a huge shortfall, as vulnerable 
economies are unable to spare funds for this purpose as their prime object is to feed their burgeoning population”, he said and 
added that Dutch Fund has been created to launch green projects which will have trickle down impacts on the local 
communities. He said that bankable projects would be preferred for this grant while initially a grant of 60 thousand Euros will 
be doled out for pre-feasibility and feasibility studies. “In later phase additional grant of 3.5 million Euro would also be given 
to start pilot projects”, he said and added that for the full-fledged operation of these green projects competitive bank loans 
could also be provided. He said that six countries including Pakistan are already working with the funding of Dutch grant 
while India and Indonesia have recently applied for this fund. About the hazards of burning stubs of rice crop, he said that in 17 
cities of India a project has been launched to use the stubs for energy production and electricity generation in addition to 
avoiding the colossal damage to the climate. “With this project the concerned farmers could also get a reasonable amount of 
their field waste”, he said and mentioned a project in the Indus delta and told that 7 million Euro projects have been launched or 
are in the final approval stage in Pakistan. He said that saline water in Punjab could also be used profitably and in this 
connection 14.9 million Euro grant could also be approved. Similarly, bagasse of sugar mills could also be used through 
environment friendly technologies. Mr. Sohail Ali Naqvi Senior Manager Fresh Water Program (WWF) said that this 
organization was already working on textile and leather-based projects in Punjab. He said that in Faisalabad a project could be 
launched to doctor industrial effluent as the treated water could be used for irrigation purposes.

Earlier Chinese officials briefed about the objectives of declaring Faisalabad and Qingdao as sister cities. During the question 
answer session Engineer Rizwan Ashraf said that FCCI and Pak-China Centre should nominate their focal persons to carry out 
the follow up of this meeting. He stressed the need for technology transfer in addition to the exchange of students and faculty 
members. He said that Chinese universities could also establish their satellite campuses in Faisalabad. 
Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President FCCI said that potential sectors would be identified in the light of this first meeting so that 
tangible steps could be taken to further enhance the bilateral trade relations.
Mr. Heinz of Pak-China Centre requested FCCI members to provide their products and catalogue for display in the Qingdao 
International Investment Centre. The both sides agreed in principle to nominate their focal persons and share their email 
addresses for future correspondence.

(November 10, 2021) 

1
60 million Euro Dutch fund for environment & Development 
(DFED) will provide massive grants for green projects which will
have positive impact on local communities, said Dr. Tahir Rasheed 

Director World  Wildlife Fund (WWF) Pakistan. He was 
addressing an awareness session on DFED in Faisalabad Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) here today on November 10, 
2021.
He said that mother earth is in danger and we must integrate global 
efforts to protect it for the coming generations. He said for 

C
ooperation between Italy and Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (FCCI) is imperative for the branding of quality
textile products of Faisalabad and developing Faisalabad as the 

 hub of the fashion design industry of the world, said Mr. Andreas 
Ferrarese ambassador of Italy.
He was talking to Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, President FCCI. They 
discussed various measures to enhance bilateral trade between the 
two countries with a special focus on Faisalabad related industry.
Mr. Andreas Ferrarese said that he was taking fundamental steps to 

(November 12, 2021) 

Strengthen bilateral relations and promote economic relations between the two counties on a long term basis.
President FCCI was of the opinion that both countries have potential to enhance their bilateral trade up to five billion dollars 
but to achieve these objectives, direct relations between their private sectors is imperative. He said that most of the textile units 
are already using Italian machinery and now time has come for Italian investors to manufacture the latest version of their 
textile machinery in Faisalabad. He said that we have a state of the art industrial estate which will also provide a ten year tax 
holiday to the foreign investors. He said that Italian experts could also help us with the branding of our quality textile products. 



8

He said that the fashion designing industry is yet another field where we could enter into the potential global markets with 
the help of Italian experts. He thanked Italian ambassador for the establishment of textile technology centre in the 
National Textile University and said that some Italian investors have already launched joint ventures with local investors 
in Faisalabad however there is still room to attract FDI from Italy. He also invited the Italian ambassador to visit FCCI 
and discuss various measures to promote bilateral relations between the two countries. 

(November 15, 2021) 

D ynamism would be infused in FCCI staff through capacity building to catalyse and improve the quality of services
offered by Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) to its members, said Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh 
President FCCI. 

He was addressing a training session for FCCI staff on “Time Management” here today  November 15, 2021. He said that he 
is very conscious of improving the quality of services offered by FCCI and in this connection the staff would be trained on the 
modern scientific lines in consultation with world class trainers. “This job has been entrusted to renowned cardiologist Dr. 
Habib Aslam Gaba Chairman FCCI Standing Committee on Training Development and Capacity Building”, he added.
Dr. Gaba in his comprehensive lecture explained in detail the importance of “Time Management” and said that institutions like 
FCCI would have to face multiple challenges on a daily basis. In this connection targets are being given to the staff and they 
must achieve the given targets within the stipulated time frame. He said that staff members would have to prioritize the given 
tasks according to their importance and prime focus should be given on the high priority assignment. He said that this is the 
only way-out to tackle the situation and come up to the expectation of office bearers in addition to ensuring improved services 
to the FCCI members. He also encouraged the staff to take part in this interactive session and ask any question popping up in 
their minds for a clear vision and understanding of the job. He said that although the FCCI staff was doing well, there was still 
room for improvement. He said that training sessions would continue throughout the year and next session would be held on 
communication skills, work under stress environment, customer services on international standards and workplace hygiene 
etc.
Prominent trainer Madam Kanwal Farid gave a presentation on “Tools and Tactics of Time Management”. She said that 
she will continue to provide guidance to the staff to further improve their skills and in this connection, they could contact 
Dr. Gaba at any time.

on
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(November 17, 2021) 

N ational Logistic Cell (NLC) has enhanced its outreach through road, marine and air cargo in addition to launching 
cargo service with a focused approach to promote regional trade, said Colonel Retired Abdul Qayyum 

He was addressing the business community in Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) here today  November 
17, 2021. He said that NLC has launched road cargo service for Iran, Azerbaijan and Turkey however next cargo consignment 
consisting of five trucks will move for Turkey via Afghanistan and Azerbaijan. He also gave a detailed presentation about the 
structure and operation of NLC and said that it is a national organization working on a commercial basis on a self-sustained 
basis. He said that NLC has refurbished its cargo fleet with addition of 900 new vehicles just two years ago. “We are also 
providing marine and air cargo services to our potential clients”, he added. Quoting statistics, Colonel Retired Abdul Qayyum 
said that 96% of imported goods are being cleared at Karachi ports while remaining 4% is shifted to the up-country ports. He 
said that NLC was also managing a number of dry ports with its presence throughout the country. About Lahore dry port, he 
said that it was handling 54% of the local imports and NLC was trying its best to provide best possible facilities with 
approximately the same charges received at Karachi with delivery at Lahore. He said that a local office of NLC has been 
established in Gatti, however he wants to shift it to a commercial area in order to facilitate the local exporters and importers. He 
also requested Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh to provide space for this office in FCCI complex. Regarding dedicated train cargo 
service, he said that NLC had purchased ten locomotives but we could not start this service due to some unavoidable 
circumstances. He said that NLC has also purchased land in Allama Iqbal industrial estate where they intend to establish a 
freight terminal to provide cargo services to the local industrialists at their door steps. Responding to a question, he said that 
enforcement of the axle regime will enhance freight charges but it will help in arresting heavy expenses being spent on the 
regular repair and maintenance of the main road arteries. He said that in addition to 900 vehicles owned by NLC, we have also 
registered 2500 private vehicles for expeditious movement of import consignments from Karachi to the up country.
Colonel Retired Abdul Qayyum Chief Executive Office NLC Dry port Lahore further said that he had visited FCCI last year. 
“The importers and exporters had given positive response but we could not en-cash this opportunity”, he said and offered 30% 
concession for the businessmen who prefer clearance of their consignments from Lahore instead of at Karachi.
Earlier in his address of welcome President FCCI Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh introduced Faisalabad and FCCI. He said that despite 
having a full-fledged dry port most of the importers and exporters are doing their businesses through Karachi port. “However 
in order to attract them to Faisalabad Dry Port, aggressive and proactive marketing is required”, he said and added that M3 and 
Allama Iqbal Industrial Estates have further enhanced the future prospects of this city after the launch of CPEC. He said that 
the Faisalabad Chamber was the first one to publish a dedicated book on CPEC which prompted Chinese investors to set up 
their industrial units in Faisalabad. “Many more are also contemplating to set up their units while European and Turkish firms 
are also establishing their units in M3 and Allama Iqbal Industrial Estates”, he said and added that with the operation of these 
units, a new Pakistan will emerge from this city. He also explained in detail the facilities provided by FIEDMC and said that 
one window operation has already been started from where investors could get NOCs of 22 different Government departments 
under one roof. He said that the Prime Minister is also expected to announce a new SME policy during next week. He said that 
FIEDMC has allocated three hundred acres of land for SMEs and NLC must make futuristic planning to cater to their logistic 
related needs. Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh said that Faisalabad has also emerged as a major market of retail and semi-retail products 
and NLC should take out of box solutions to facilitate them.
Mian Abdul Waheed, Ghulum Hussain, Sanaullah Khan Niazi, Bilal Qadoos Manj and Kamran Umer also participated in the 
question answer session. Later Vice President Rana Fayyaz Ahmad offered vote of thanks while Dr. Habib Aslam Gaba 
presented FCCI memento to Colonel Abdul Qayyum Chief Executive Officer NLC Dry port Lahore. Engineer Ahmad Hassan 
along with President Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh also presented his book on CPEC to colonel Retired Abdul Qayyum. 

on

Chief Executive Officer NLC Dry port Lahore.
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Start production with re-scheduling of their bank instalments. He said that thousands of jobs would be created in addition to 
enhancing exports to earn precious foreign exchange. He said that most of the sick units were not the wilful defaulters and the 
circumstances have pushed them to the verge of collapse putting at stake their huge investment and reputation. He said that 
Corporate Restructuring Company will resolve the banks and finance related problems and facilitate them to restart their units 
immediately. He said that some banks had already rescheduled the instalments as these units have enough assets but could not 
start operation due to the lack of running capital. He said that some units of Faisalabad have already become operational and 
are contributing their role in job creation and exports. He hoped that CRC will take up the issues of sick export units on top 
priority basis as they could play their key role in enhancing exports immediately. He also appreciated the efforts of Mian 
Muhammad Latif for taking lead and also helping other units to present their cases for their immediate revival. 

(November 18, 2021) 

N
ew runway of the Faisalabad International Airport Jhang Road
will be completed by August next which will open new avenues
of direct international flights as wide-bodied aeroplanes could 

also land and take off from this airport.
A delegation of PIA headed by District Manager Mr. Shahid 
Hussain met Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh and presented him a flower 
bouquet to congratulate him on his election as President Faisalabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) for the year 2021-22.
Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh said that he was making serious efforts to 
convince Chinese investors to build a new civilian airport near 

Allama Iqbal Industrial Estate to meet the future needs of the air industry and to accommodate the growing passenger load for 
china. He said that many Chinese companies are already operating in M3 and Allama Iqbal Industrial Estates while many more 
projects are in the pipeline. “Similarly, EU and Turkish companies are also undertaking new projects which are expected to be 
completed by 2024”, he said and added that as most of the new investment is pouring in from China hence, they will have to 
frequently travel from Faisalabad to China. Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh said that a Qingdao City is also being replicated in Allama 
Iqbal Industrial Estate and hopefully the passenger load between Faisalabad and China will increase manifold necessitating 
dedicated air flights on this route. He said that in this scenario the construction of a new airport will also become a profitable 
option for the Chinese investors. Quoting his meeting with President Pak-China joint Chamber of Commerce & Industry, he 
said that he has already talked to him on this issue and has assured to convince Chinese investors to undertake this mega 
project.
District Manager PIA Mr. Shahid Hussain said that the new runway will accommodate wide bodied aeroplanes and help PIA to 
start direct international flights from this city in addition to convincing other International Airlines to add Faisalabad on their 
world map. He said that Faisalabad has sufficient passenger load for the United Kingdom and PIA will start direct flights on 
this profitable route as soon as the new runway is completed. He said that the current cargo capacity of 1.5 ton will also be 
enhanced up to 14-15 ton with the operation of direct international flights.
Later District Manager also presented an emblem of PIA to President FCCI Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh.

(November 20, 2021) 

M
r. Atif Munir Sheikh President Faisalabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (FCCI) has welcomed the approval of
bill for the establishment of Corporate Restructuring

 Company (CRC) and hoped that it will play a catalytic role in the 
revival of sick units lying dormant for the last many years.
Talking to the Executive Committee members of the FCCI, he said 
that this legislation has paved the way for the revival of at least 40 
industrial units in Faisalabad alone which were victims of the 
circumstances. He further said that these units still have complete 
infrastructure with all paraphernalia and they could immediately 



11

And outreach programs. He said that the majority of low-income groups are suffering from this disease but late diagnosis 
damages their eyesight, kidney, heart and other vital parts of the body. He said that TDC must establish its fully equipped 
branch in Faisalabad on the pattern of Lahore to offer latest facilities to the diabetic patients.
Mr. Imran Mehmood particularly mentions the philanthropic work of the local business community and said that they are 
always contributing a major role in the social welfare projects. He was optimistic that FCCI members would also take part in 
the early construction of diabetic centre in Faisalabad. He advised the delegation to remain in touch with Dr. Habib Aslam 
Gabba to finalize the arrangements for the proposed awareness session and free medical camp for the diabetic patient in FCCI.

(November 20, 2021) 

D omestic production of hybrid seeds could give a quantum jump to the agriculture yield in addition to weeding out
the rural poverty, said Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, President Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI).

Addressing the first meeting of the FCCI Standing Committee on Seeds, he hoped that this standing committee will give 
tangible proposals to make Pakistan self-reliant in food production and enabling FCCI to take up these issues with the 
Provincial and Federal Government for their immediate resolution. 
Earlier Haji Gulzar Ahmad Chairman FCCI standing committee on seeds said that the share of agriculture in GDP is around 
19% while it was also providing jobs to the 48% workforce. He expressed concern over the hefty import of food items and said 
that it is alarming for an agrarian economy. He said that we must take fundamental steps to give a quantum jump to our per acre 
yield in addition to promoting a culture of value addition in this sector. Identifying the problems faced by this sector, he said 
that low per acre yield, menace of salinity and water logging, insufficient supply of canal water, in appropriate agriculture 
research, wrong rotation pattern of different crops and century old techniques of tillage are major causes of decline in the 
agriculture sector. 

(November 23, 2021) 

A
Branch of The Diabetes Centre (TDC) Islamabad will be 
established in Faisalabad to provide state-of-the-art facilities
to the diabetic patients from diagnosis to its ultimate treatment.

Imran Mehmood Sheikh Senior Vice President Faisalabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) had a meeting with a 
delegation of TDC Islamabad and discussed the opportunities to 
provide best possible facilities to the diabetic patients of 
Faisalabad. He assured that a delegation of FCCI headed by its 
President Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh will visit Islamabad to review the 
operation of TDC Islamabad in addition to discuss its expansion 
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(November 25, 2021) 

P unjab will be the first province to launch multifaceted Labor Card clubbing 14 different features and facilities
including purchase of subsidized merchandise and concession in transport and Railway fare. Addressing the
business community in the Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI), here today, November 25, 2021.

Dr. Syed Bilal Haider Commissioner Punjab Employees Social Security Institution (PESSI) said that Prime Minister Imran 
Khan is expected to inaugurate this project during next month. “Labor Card will serve as a debit and ATM card which could 
also be used for commercial purposes,” he said and added that it could also be used for getting direct access to loans under 
Punjab Housing Foundation and Akhuwat etc. “It will ensure at least Rs.15,000 additional financial benefits to the secured 
workers currently getting minimum wages of Rs.20, 000 to Rs.25,000”, he said and added that 150 commercial organizations 
have so far agreed to provide 5 to 45 percent discount to the card holders.
He further said that cards to 12, 23000 secured workers would be issued within the next 60 days as its printing has been started 
in China. He said that a large number of workers are employed in different industrial and commercial organizations but they 
remained out of the social security net due to the sheer negligence of the department. He said that PESSI launched a hectic 
movement but could register only 12, 23000 workers out of 34 lac workers. “It is a sorry state of affairs that out of these 
registered workers, PESSI could issue social security cards to only 6,45000 workers”, he said and added that this discrepancy 
prompted us to launch “Labour Card” to extend best possible facilities to the secured workers. Dr. Syed Bilal Haider said that 
Punjab has at least 8.5 million domestic workers, out of which we could register only 45,000. He said that two provinces have 
so far completed legislation in this regard and PESSI intends to expedite their registration process with the help of concerned 
chambers.
Regarding delay in the payment of workers contributions, he said that the earlier fine was calculated by adding KIBOR plus 
45% however, now we have reduced it to KIBOR plus 5% only with exemption of 3 months delay. He said that in this 
connection new legislation was in process and hopefully a new act would be passed by the Punjab Assembly by January 01, 
2022. About the effective and efficient monitoring of the overall social security system, he said that he has proposed local 
committees comprising representatives of employees and employers while PESSI staff will assist them. He said that 
representatives of workers and factory owners will head this committee on alternative years. He assured that these committees 
would be given administrative and financial powers to resolve the issues there and then instead of sending these to Lahore.
He said that a new social security hospital in Millat Industrial Estate is under construction and he requested President FCCI 
Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh to formally accept his offer to inaugurate it tentatively on December 25, 2021. “This hospital is being 
constructed on Private, Public Partnership mode and he has just sanctioned Rs. 6 million for the purchase of additional 
equipment for this hospital”, he said and added that a proposal was also under consideration to open social security 
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Inspectors. He said that a transparent system is being hammered out for the audit of 10% factories. “Balloting for this purpose 
will be held in selected chambers which would also be screened in other chambers and trade bodies through online system”, he 
said and added that in case of closure of any unit, it would be excluded from the contribution portal and if the closure period 
was more than three months, it would also exempt it from the “Audit Balloting”. Dr. Syed Bilal Haider further said that an APP 
has been introduced to facilitate the secured workers. “They would have to produce only one certificate to get the required 
facilities which would be ensured positively within ten days”, he said and added that Rehmatul-lil-Alameen Cardiology 
Hospital Lahore is the first public sector hospital in Punjab that has been fully digitalized. He said that in order to redress the 
long-standing demand of medical staff, 154 specialists and 450 doctors have been recruited on a permanent basis and 
hopefully they would resume their duties in December. “They would enjoy permanent status and certainly serve the secured 
workers with more devotion and commitment”, he opined. He said that a burn centre has been approved for Shahdara Hospital 
Lahore while the next burn centre would be established in Faisalabad. “Similarly, the Government has approved the 
establishment of three new medical colleges in Faisalabad, Lahore and Multan”, he disclosed.
Earlier President Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President introduced Faisalabad and FCCI and said that it will emerge as hub of 
industry after the colonization of M3 and Allama Iqbal industrial estates. He said that factory owners pay a hefty amount as 
contribution for the welfare of their workers and this amount must be spent on the workers belonging to this city.
Vice President Rana Fayyaz Ahmed, Shahid Ahmed Sheikh, Former Senior Vice President Chaudhry Talat Mahmood, 
Khadim Hussain Mann, Shakeel Ahmed Ansari, Haji Talib Hussain Rana, Sanaullah Niazi and Sohail Butt took part in the 
question answer session while Chaudhary Muhammad Nawaz along with President Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh presented FCCI 
shield to Commissioner Social Security Dr. Syed Bilal Haider. 

(November 26, 2021) 

I
ndonesia will launch joint ventures in collaboration with local investors to ensure trade balance between Indonesia and
Pakistan, said Mr. Adam M. Tugio Ambassador of the Republic of Indonesia. He was addressing an International
Seminar on “Sustainable Vegetable Oils: Opportunities for Increased Healthy Food & Two-way Trade” jointly organized

 by the Embassy of the Republic of Indonesia and University of the Agriculture Faisalabad (UAF) here on Friday, November 
26, 2021.   
He said that both countries had inked a PTA (Preferential Treatment Agreement) for the promotion of bilateral trade of 
agriculture commodities at reduced tariffs. He said that Indonesia imports Kinnow and mangoes in lieu of its palm oil. 
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However, the volume of import is being enhanced to ensure balance between the imports and exports. He further said that the 
Indonesian government was also helping Pakistan to switch over to the cultivation of palm which could bring down its import 
bill to a substantial level. However, in this connection, university of agriculture must play a proactive role and evolve new 
varieties of palm which are adoptable to the local environment and could give economically better yield. 
He particularly mentioned the similarities between scenic valleys of Pakistan and Indonesia and said that Indonesia has 
developed its tourism sector on modern scientific lines and is now ready to share its experience and expertise in this field with 
Pakistan. He said that both countries should also start immediate negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) to enhance 
their bilateral trade in the coming years.  
Earlier, Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, President Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) said that edible oil is a major 
component of our food. “Per capita consumption of edible oil in Pakistan is around 24 kilograms (kg) per annum”, he said and 
added that despite of this fact we are producing a minor quantity of edible oil locally from our traditional crops like sunflower, 
canola, cotton, rape and other oil seeds. Hence we have to depend on the imported edible oil which has become a permanent 
burden on our meager financial resources.  
He further said that we are importing 90 % edible oil from Indonesia with a value of 4 billion dollars per annum.  He said that 
our government was making strenuous efforts to enhance the domestic production of edible oil and in this connection a 
subsidy is being doled out on the cultivation of traditional crops.  “Moreover, a major project has also been launched in 
Pakistan but it will take a few more years to give its maximum yield”, he added.  He also pointed out that cotton is a major crop 
after wheat in Pakistan but the current varieties have negligible quantities of oil and our main focus is on consuming this crop 
for yarn production. He said that our agricultural scientists must develop new varieties of cotton which could give us a long 
staple of fiber with oil-enriched seeds. 
“If we succeed in evolving such varieties, it will not only trim our import of fine quality of cotton but also help us to reduce the 
overall import bill of edible oil on a sustained basis”, he added.  
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(November 27, 2021) 

M
alaysia-Pakistan Business Council (MPBC) in collaboration with Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(FCCI) will play a major role in minimizing trade deficit between the two countries. Treasurer of the MPBC
Mr. Muhammad Saleem Khan today, November 27, 2021 had a meeting with Mr Atif Munir Sheikh President 

FCCI and discussed various aspects to enhance exports from Pakistan in general and from Faisalabad in particular to the 

Malaysia.  

Senior Vice President FCCI Imran Mehmood Sheikh, Dr Khurram Tariq and Muhammad Azhar Chaudhary were also present 

in addition to Rao Fazalur Rehman Khan Deputy Director Trade Development Authority Pakistan (TDAP) Faisalabad.  

Muhammad Saleem Khan said that Malaysia is importing almost all commodities for its domestic use from abroad but despite 

of this fact our exports are only 239 million dollars as compared to the Malaysian exports of 1 billion dollars.  

He said that both countries are enjoying good bilateral relations. They have also inked Free Trade Agreement (FTA) but the 

trade balance is in favor of Malaysia.  He said that Pakistani embassy in Malaysia was working without trade consular. 

However, it was appointed last year when corona pandemic had practically closed down the entire economic activities in 

Malaysia.  He said that now situation is returning back to normal and textile exporters from Faisalabad must enter into this 

market and get maximum share of import of textile sector. He said that already Pakistani community is enjoying 70-80 percent 

share of textile imports of Malaysia but in overall term China and India are far ahead of us.  He said that Faisalabad Chamber 

should send a trade delegation to Malaysia to explore new avenues of cooperation in addition to further enhancing textile 

exports to cater to the specific needs of that country.  

In this connection he mentioned Hijab, wedding dresses, wedding furniture and a long chain of other products which could be 

exported to this brotherly country.  He said that new trade consular was also compiling data of different sectors and Malaysian 

importers along with various regulatory duties on imports from abroad. This data could be shared with the Faisalabad 

Chamber.  He said that Malaysia is importing fresh meat while this country with a dominating majority of Muslims prefers 

Halal imports from Pakistan.  He said that if the efforts of new trade consular succeeded, we could enhance our meat exports to 

almost 100 percent.  He further said that demand of Pakistani rice, vegetables and corn has also increased manifolds while 

exporters could get a reasonable profit from its exports.  

Earlier, Mr Atif Munir Sheikh appreciated the role of TDAP in enhancing Pakistan's exports and said that it was working to 

strengthen B-2-B links with the foreign importers particularly from the Muslim and brotherly countries.  He said that in 

addition to fabric, Faisalabad could also export textile kitchen wares and towel etc.  He also assured that FCCI will very soon 

send a trade delegation to the Malaysia so that our members could personally explore the new opportunities.  

He also explained in details the two mega industrial estates being developed by Faisalabad Industrial Estate Development & 

Management Company (FIEDMC) and said that Malaysia-Pakistan Business Council should also convince Malaysian 

investors to invest in these industrial estates.  
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Chairman Standing Committee on “Industry -Academia Linkages” & Training & Development and Capacity Building 
along with committee members presenting Welcome Boutique to Worthy President FCCI, Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh.  

Awareness Session on “E-Earn, Co-Working Network”  organized by Mirza Sher Fagan Babar , Manager Strategic 
Partnership, PITB alongwith his team at FCCI  
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Birthday Celebration of Chaudhary Remat Ali, Founder of name “PAKISTAN”

Officials presenting Welcome Boutique to Worthy President FCCI, Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh.
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President FCCI, addressing to a Seminar on “Lift Pakistan” at FCCI 

President FCCI, Addressing to Standing Committee on “Social Welfare” 

Mr. Imran Mehmood Sheikh, Senior Vice President FCCI had meeting with Chairperson, “Maskan” Ms. Aminah Aftab 
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President FCCI, Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, along with Former Presidents FCCI, Mr. Muhammad Idress, Shabbir Chawla 
emigrating “Faisalabad Dyes Chemicals Merchants Association”  

Executive Member, The Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce & industry presenting Welcome Boutique to 
Wor thy President FCCI, Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh.
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Executive Member, The Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce & industry presenting Welcome Boutique to 
Senior Vice President  FCCI, Mr. Imran Mehmood  Sheikh.

A delegation of “Faisalabad Dyes Chemicals Merchants Association” visited FCCI  

Monthly FCCI Executive Committee Meeting 
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Former Executive Members  FCCI, Engr. Babr Shehzad alongwith Seth Tufail presenting Welcome Boutique to Worthy 
President FCCI, Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh. 

Officials of Career Counselling Pakistan in a meeting with Worthy President FCCI 
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