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In Pakistan there are very limited plants and forests which are affecting 

the natural condition of weather. According to Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (U.N. FAO) 2.2% or about 4.55 

Million hectares of Pakistan land is under forests. While as per the total 

area and population of Pakistan, the country needs almost 40% of its 

land covered by forests. Forests are natural buffer so their growth must 

be increased. 

Forest cover is changed: 

Between 1990-2010, Pakistan has lost an average of 42000 ha or 1.66% 

per year. Pakistan has lost 33.2% of forest cover during 1990 and 2010. 

Pakistan has 213 Million metric tons of carbon in living forests biomass. 

Pakistan has 1027 species of reptiles, mammals, birds and amphibians 

according to the figures from the World Conservation Monitoring Centre 

3.5% species are endemic which means that these species do not found 

in any other country of the world rather than Pakistan. 5.5% species are 

threatened that means these species would be extinct in near future. At 

least 4950 species found in Pakistan are vascular plant species of these 

7.5% are endemic. 

Growth rate of forests  

Growth rate of forest in 2012-13 was 6.8% after that it gradually 

decreased and reached 12.45% during 2014-15. In year 2015-16 this rate 

increased and it growth became to 14.31%. In 2016-17 it decreased to 

2.37% and in 2017-18 the present growth rate of forest is approximately 
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is 7.17%. This rate gradually increases day by day due to various 

schemes: 

 

Share in GDP; 

In agriculture the %age share  of forestry is approximately 2.9% while in GDP of 

Pakistan forestry has a share 0.39%.it increases as compared to recent years 

because of positive growth of forests and its rate is 7.17% as compared to previous 

growth rate of 2.37%. The major reason of increase of growth is high timber 

production in KPK in recent years. 

The Program of green Pakistan was started by the government in collaboration 

with the Ministry of Climate Change and Provincial Forest and Wild Life 

Departments including Gilgit Baltistan, Federal Administered tribal Area (FATA) 

and Azad Jammu Kashmir (AJK) with a total cost of Rs 3.652 billion over a period 

of five years (2016-17 to 2020-21). 

This scheme of green Pakistan has been executed in 100 districts. This program 
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has three main objectives: 

• Renewal of forestry resources of Pakistan 

• Restoration of wildlife in Pakistan  

• Increase of zoological survey of Pakistan  

Suggestion to government of Pakistan for the recovery of forests: 

Trees along motorway and railway tracks; 

There should be trees along the railway and motorway tracks. Pakistan 

owns the motorway track of almost forty-two hundred and sixty six 

kilometers (42,66km) and the railway track which spreads over eleven 

thousand kilometers (11,881km). Trees would help to increase the level 

of oxygen in the environment which is necessary for the survival of the 

living organisms. They reduce carbon dioxide level from the atmosphere 

and will also provide shadow to passengers. 

If there are trees along the tracks, they will help to reduce the 

temperature and make the weather pleasant. It also helpful to increase 

the economy of Pakistan in various ways like in the formation of various 

products such as building blocks and furniture items etc. Forests are 

valuable assets to the nation. They provide timber, fire-wood, and 

medicinal plants. These help in conservation of soil fertility and thus 

enhance its productivity. They also provide the vital coverage to the 

country's water sheds and regulate supply of water. These materials 

support and sustain such important industries as paper, news prints, 

match, plywood, hardboard, sports goods and a host of cottage 
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industries. Forests also induce better rainfall in arid regions. 

Fruits and vegetables are biggest advantage which can be acquires from 

trees plantation along the railway and motorways of Pakistan. As the 

fruits can be used for the domestic use and can also be export to 

neighboring countries in order to earn revenue for the country. The 

weather and soil condition and the fertility level suits very much for the 

fruits and vegetables growth in Pakistan so the maximum benefit can be 

get in form of pleasant weather increasing natural environment and its 

beauty and also the fruits and vegetables. 

They also hold on the land and keep the tracks at their level. Water 

logging and salinity is also reduced due to forests.  They also provide 

habitat to the wild life. Trees also help in increasing the greenery and 

natural beauty of environment. A pleasant weather keeps all the livings 

beings healthy. They also stop flooding and trees along the tracks would 

keep them safe from the damage of due to floods. 

So according to above discussed advantages of trees, there must be trees 

and plants along the railway tracks. So that the present situation of 

weather may be improved and the rising temperature of the globe due to 

engine heat and fuel burning from vehicles and trains may be reduced by 

some percent. And trees also help to improve the economic situation of 

Pakistan as they can be used for numerous purposes and money can be 

generated by them if used in the right and this will ultimately boost the 

economy of the country by improving wood and timber trade. 


